                                 Reports from Springhurst.


VFFS State Championships-6/8 Mar 2004

Karen and I arrived at Rutherglen a day before the F1B contest to get the feel of the weather, the field, and check some trimming. The Friday afternoon was great, light winds big thermals with some fairly solid infill and models not going more than a couple of hundred metres. A difficult time to trim because a brick thrown at the right angle would have needed a DT to get down again in some of the thermals. Packed up about 6.00pm just to make sure we would not be late for dinner at Tuilleries.  The thought of warmed figs wrapped in prosciutto followed by braised goat washed down with a wooded chardonnay was too much to resist. Karen had some sort of vegetarian muck which she seemed to enjoy. Perhaps it was the wine.

The next day we arrived at the field at 06:30 chafing at the bit. Met wild Ronny Bird on the field with his caravan et al and he barely had his eyes open.  Vin and Leigh were next to arrive and we all set off to a more suitable part of the field. The reason of course, 6 metres per second and increasing. Richard Blackam and Sean O'Conner were the only other contenders so you could say the field was tightly packed.

The first round was interesting, Richard out of sight at 178 seconds and me with a max only feet from the ground. Leigh dropped also and so did Sean. I think at about this time Richard was heard to say "I don't know why I'm here." All retrievals were done by car. The first round flights went for about 1.5km and that was the closest for the whole day. Second round was a shocker, everybody dropped with Leigh almost being blown off her feet to launch downwind and into the deck. That left Richard and I. Richard dropped the third round, I do not know why but I managed to max the rest to win by 20 odd seconds or so. The easy part of the contest was the launch; the hard part was the retrieval. The wind had increased in speed to about 8 metres per second during the contest and gusts were ranging from 9 to 12 metres per second. Sean pointed out that the gusts needed to be timed over a 30 second period before the contest could be delayed. It should be noted that he had decided to stop flying by that time.   The longest retrieve was 4km; my model went into a massive thermal and took another 4 minutes to come down. Thank somebody for inventing the tracker and the yagi!  It is not easy to run and control any contest and the work and the organization takes a lot of personal time and effort. Thanks again to the VFFS for the organization and the contest.

Terry Bond.

After the F1B flyers had been punished on day one (I don’t know what they get up to with all that rubber to deserve such weather) the gods smiled on the F1A flyers and delivered a fine day with light breezes. Phil comfortably maxed all the flights; Vin dropped a couple – one due to trying a new model that on a test flight appeared to be trimmed but on a real flight produce a fairly ordinary launch. Nikolay was also trimming vigorously throughout the contest. He had even brought his mum out from Bulgaria to launch for him. Martin hasn’t got the new bunter yet so he was zooming rather than bunting off the line and since he has been out of circulation for a while he took a few rounds to get the hang of the air. And then when he had relearned to identify thermals Carbon Copy’s changing warps caught him out severely in round 6. In round 4 Martin released with the line attached and although it later dropped off – the hook must have been at least partly unlatched – the timer didn’t start. The model was seen fairly low but to date hasn’t been found. Tahn also tried this trick (i.e. launching with the hook unlatched) in round 6 and although the radio signal stopped after 40 minutes indicating the model was down no signal could be found that day. Tahn went home (he had to work next day) a very unhappy laddie but the next morning Phil took the radio and came back to report a good signal but he was having some difficulty zeroing in. Phil and I then went and retrieved it from where it was sitting in the middle of a big clear field. Don’t know why we could not hear it the previous day – must have been upside down with the antenna pressed to the ground and got flipped over in the night. Tahn was a lot happier after we phoned in to say it was found.

Monday was, if anything, even better than Sunday; almost calm for several hours before a bit of a breeze came up later in the morning. In the prestigious Shaw Cup for Open Rubber the models with the smallest amounts of rubber came first and last. Leigh was a bit apprehensive about flying because some people have told her that flying Wakefields in Open Rubber contests breaks a gentleman’s agreement that it is a low tech event. The last place was my P-30 albeit with about 15 g of rubber. Got one max.

Thanks to Ronnie Bird for all the organization. Apart from the Saturday it was an enjoyable long weekend.

Vin Morgan.

“Heat plagues Free Flight Champs, 1 almost died”
That’s the sort of sensational head line that would grace the “Wharfie’s Daily” but as this report is being written for more salubrious mag like FlyPaper, so we will tone down the title although there is an element of truth behind it.

Commander Bond has more than covered the main event flown on Saturday but for the open power event, the less said the better and regrettably it could be the last time any form of power contest is flown at a Vic State Champs (South Aust has the same problem).

Sunday, as it turned out, was the best supported day for the weekend. Phil and Tahn made the long haul down from Sydney and joined locals Nikolay, Vin and Martin Williams in a 7 round slug fest to decide F1A (Tahn having a fly-away, still coming to grips with the new tow hook system); P-30 saw Ken Osborne (Twin Cities) a comfortable winner from Leigh Morgan (RAAF Williams club) and Colin Parker while Fred Roberts made a welcomed appearance only to lose his model on its last flight.

Vintage power and OZ diesel was poorly supported but this did not stop Paul Straney (Sunbury club) from embarrassing the “No-Shows” by taking a 1st and 2nd in the 2 events with a Mills powered Mallard Jnr which under normal circumstances would be uncompetitive (it did win him a bet with his son for a restaurant meal). Catapult/HLG saw Ray Pike (Wangaratta club) win by 1 second from Phil Mitchell with country member Graeme Flood 3rd.

Open and Vintage rubber completed the program flown on Monday morning with Leigh Morgan adding to the trophy cabinet in the form of the Shaw Cup, 45 seconds ahead of “Hang glider Pete” While Jim Fullarton won Vintage with his 1935 design Wakefield (when was it published Jim?).

The social side was not neglected with “Iron Chef” Nikolay wheeling the BBQ tongs on Saturday night for those staying at the Budget motel then off to the Boorhaman Hotel on Sunday night for the awards presentation and to sample their local Buffalo beer (made from real buffalo’s!!)

The VFFS now face a difficult decision on what to do for the 2005 State Champs as the number of participants drop to the point where some events are not worth holding and those that reach the bare minimum show no sign of increasing. F1C, Vintage power, Open power and OZ Diesel will be the first to go followed by Vintage rubber and effectively reduce the event to 2 days for the lose of 4 entrants. In addition, with the exception of Ray Pike, no radio or control-line fliers participate. Then there is the question of those members who make no effort to support A VICTORIAN EVENT enough said.

Peter Lloyd
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