Two extracts from “The West Australian” on 3rd and 4th June, 1903 and one from “The Leader”, Melbourne, 1903, date unknown.

“The West Australian”  3rd, June, 1903

AN AIR MOTOR

THE INVENTOR IN PERTH

INTERVIEWS THE DEFENCE DEPARTMENT

_________

(By C.S.)

     From time immemorial it has been man’s ambition to escape from the thraldom of the earth and share with the birds the enjoyment of volant voyages.  However, over a period extending from the traditions of Daedalus and Icarus, through the practical experiments of Stringfellow, Denham, Moy and others, down to the present day, the efforts of scientific research in this direction have ever been baffled.  Great treasure has been spent and many valuable lives lost in the quest, and yet for all practical purposes the problem remains unsolved.  That it is still being pursued like a butterfly’s gleam is hardly a matter for wonder.  The benefits accruing to a successful issue are almost beyond human comprehension.  One result is certain; the nation that first acquires the secret becomes the undisputed ruler of the world.  Societies with the affirmed object of the invention of a practical flying machine exist in Britain, America, France, Germany, Austria and other countries.  Edison and Marconi have both expressed the determination to in the near future devote undivided attention to endeavour to excel the partial success attained by Dumont.   Indeed, it might be said that the collective scientific world is to-day chiefly exercised over the perfection of a machine as compared with which the submarine boat will be harmless, the racing motor slow, and the monoline an anachronism.

And whilst scientists consume their midnight tapers in a vain endeavour to reach this promised stage in the march to the millenium, an unscientific resident of Western Australia dispassionately announces that, at least, he has advanced the long looked-for solution beyond the point reached by Dumont.  Failing a purely mechanical device, the latter has had recourse to the balloon machine, admittedly of qualified value in warfare, the West Australian referred to claims to have invented a machine that is supported by effort alone.

For reasons that at this embryo stage should be obvious, the inventor desires to retain his anonymity, so far as the general public is concerned. For the past 20 years he has given great attention to the fascinating question, but it was only a fortnight ago that the idea which he has since materialised into a working model struck him.  Yesterday morning he walked into the local military barracks and formally offered his invention to the Federal Defence Department.  As a result of that visit, his offer will be repeated this morning in writing, and will be forwarded to the Minister for Defence.  Should the authorities in Melbourne decline the offer, it will be tendered to the Imperial authorities, in London, and, in the event of a second refusal, will be given to the world under patent rights.

Yesterday afternoon the inventor, though refusing to describe the construction of his machine, consented to recount to the writer certain of the merits claimed for it.  It was, he said, purely a flying machine as distinguished from a navigable balloon.  As a consequence it was heavier than the air though, owing to its shape, it would in the event of an accident to its propelling machinery, sink but slowly to the earth. There was nothing to prevent it attaining a speed of 100 miles an hour.  It would start from the ground, and once started, would make headway against the hardest wind.  According to the dimensions, a machine would carry anything from five or six persons to many hundreds of tons. It would work in any weather in any clime. It would be difficult to say what strength of wind would prevent a start from an exposed position. A suicide in charge of the steering gear could not tip the machine over.

Asked his reasons for submitting the device to the Federal Defence Department, the inventor said he had adopted that course out of courtesy, believing that the authorities would pass it on to the Imperial Government.  In the cause of humanity he hoped that it would be accepted by England.

THE WEST AUSTRALIAN

4th June, 1903

THE NEW AIR MOTOR

____________________

INSPECTION OF THE MACHINE

___________

TERMS OF THE OFFER

________


A good deal of interest was manifested yesterday in the statement made by a correspondent to these columns that a flying machine bearing promise of ultimate success had been offered to the Federal military authorities.  In accordance with arramgement s made, the inventor during the forenoon submitted to Captain Darval, D.A.A.G., the following written offer:—


“I, the undersigned, herewith offer an air motor to the Federal Defence Depatment, a working model of which may be inspected by any expert you may appoint, but who shall be bound to secrecy with regard to it.  The terms of my offer are as follows:-  That I am placed at the disposal of your Department to build a working air motor which, being approved by your Department, will conclude my personal services.  These services shall entitle me to remuneration at the rate of ₤6 weekly while the work of construction lasts, which will not exceed three months.  At the expiration of this time your Department to pay me ₤1,000,000 or reject my proposal.  (Signed) Andrew Barr”


This offer will be forwarded to the Federal Commandant (General Sir E. H. Hutton) and the Minister for Defence (Sir John Forrest) without delay.


The correspondent who supplied the particular published yesterday writes as follows:- “Mr. Barr, who has now removed the interdiction held over the publication of his name, resides at Hines Hill, midway between Northam and Southern Cross, and is by birth a Scotchman.  As stated in our issue of yesterday, he is the possessor of no mean mechanical skill, and for the past 20 years has devoted considerable time to the study of the aerial problem.  As an earnest of good faith, Mr. Barr yesterday, having first bound him over to inviolable secrecy, afforded a representative of this paper a practical illustration of the merits of his working model. At the trial Mr. Barr urged nothing.  He simply put the machine through its paces and answered questions.  What about the contrivance first strikes the layman is its extreme simplicity. Given even less than the success promised by the unperfected working model — in other words, if the complete machine will fly nearly so well as the capabilities of the model would seem to indicate — the rest is patent.  For instance, there should be no limit to the speed of a powerful mechanical flyer that end-on presents but a very small minimum of area to the resisting atmosphere.  Nor would a beam wind set up any hopeless leeway, for the lateral area is only greater than the sectional. Consequently there is in Mr. Barr’s glowing path no trace of the almost insuperable barrier to the success of the navigable baloon.  Rain would have much the same effect on the new invention as it has on a slate roof.  The attraction of lightning would be greater or less, according to the material used in construction. (On this point of material Mr. Barr is reticent.)  The machine would not fall to earth with any greater speed than a parachutist’s distinguishing device.  To set up any danger of turning turtle in a gale of wind, a horizontal rudder out of all proportions to practical requirements would have to be fitted.  If the promise of the model be fulfilled, the machine would be capable of starting from the ground and settling almost anywhere on dry land.  As is usual, the motive power of the model is supplied by clockwork; in the finished article a modern gasoline engine, entailing a weight of only 12 lb. per horsepower will be employed.  The principle of the contrivance is totally dissimilar to any of the better-known aerial inventions that have gone before.”

______________________________

THE LEADER
Melbourne, 1903

(Re-typed from an old typed copy; exact date not given, but presumably soon after Forrest left the Department for Defence)

MILITARY FLYING MACHINE

_________________

A WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INVENTION
____________________


Sir John Forrest, on leaving the Defence department, handed over to his successor an interesting communication from a Mr. A. Barr, a Western Australian, of Doodlekine (sic), who has just patented a flying machine, which, it is claimed, will be useful for military purposes.  Mr. Barr points out in his letter that his forerunners have confined their attention to two classes of machines only, viz., aeroplanes and balloons, neither of which had down to the present been entirely successful.  The inventor then proceeds:-


“The first conclusion to which my study of the question brought me was that the successful flying machine must be heavier than air.  This conclusion naturally caused me to study the flight of birds, both from nature and instantaneous photographs, and I venture humbly to assure you that I have discovered a principle which has escaped all those who have previously attempted to construct flying machines.  This principle is the true action of a bird’s wing.  It is generally supposed that a bird flies by beating its wings downwards but a careful study of a bird’s flight will show that this view is incorrect.  It is now known for the first time that all birds fly alike.  At the moment of taking flight the wings are opened to their fullest extent and thrown forward close to the body.  Lacking knowledge of this simple movement has cost inventors loss of time, treasure and many valuable lives.  Acting upon the true principle of a bird’s flight, I have constructed a model of a flying machine which I desire to have the honour to show you, or I will forward drawings if you prefer them.  I humbly submit that if your department expends only one-tenth of the sum now proposed on the new navy on my invention I will provide a more effective defence for land and sea than that promised by the Imperial Government.”

Mr. Barr stipulated for a reply by 30th October, otherwise he would consider himself at liberty to enter into negotiations with foreign Governments.  Sir John Forrest accordingly asked for the drawings.  When they arrive Mr. Chapman, Sir John Forrest’s successor in the Department of Defence, will submit them to experts in Melbourne for report.

____________________________

